
Congregational Song            Day is Done                  James Quinn 
 
Day is done, but Love unfailing dwells ever here; 
Shadows fall, but hope, prevailing, calms ev’ry fear.  
God, our Maker, none forsaking, take our hearts of Love’s own making. 
Watch our sleeping, guard our waking, be always near.  
 
Dark descends, but Light unending shines through our night; 
You are with us, ever lending new strength to sight.  
One in love, your truth confessing, one in hope of heaven’s blessing, 
May we see, in love’s possessing, Love’s endless light! 
 
Eyes will close, but you unsleeping watch by our side; 
Death may come—in Love’s safe-keeping still be abide. 
God of love, all evil quelling, sin forgiving, fear dispelling,  
Stay with us, our hearts in dwelling, this eventide. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Choral Benediction              Go Ye Now in Peace                 Joyce Eilers 
 
You may remain in the sanctuary to pray or meditate.    
Please exit the sanctuary in silence as we meditate upon the light and hope that is 
upon us this night.  
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Blue Christmas: A Service of Remembrance and Hope 
December 11, 2022 at 4 PM 

Portions of this service used today is based on an order developed and used at the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 

Welcome  
 
Prelude 
 
Today we come looking for the Christ Child. 

We come bringing our hurts, our worries, our fears. 
We come seeking relief from pain.  With the psalmist, we say, 

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the 
crushed in spirit. (Ps. 34:18) 

 
Prayer of Acknowledgement 
 
 Dear Lord, we come to you this evening to express our 
shortcomings and confusion regarding our relationship with you.  You 
know that we come to you with heavy hearts that we find hard to 
unburden.  It is the time of year when the darkness of long nights 
collides with the brilliance of Christmas lights, that we find it hard to 
express our losses.   
 We may be confused, sad, lonely, and feeling our losses without 
remembering that you are always with us.  We tend even toward anger 
at you, Lord, because we feel in some way it is your will that we are 
unhappy.   Sometimes we feel cut off from you because we allow our 
many hurts to engulf us.  We lack trust in you at times.  
 
 Open us to the understanding that you are the source of all 
love and we need not feel so alone in our grief and loss.  Grant us 
wisdom to know that you—most of all—can be trusted, and that you 
are with us, especially when we are at our absolute worst.  AMEN. 
 
The First Reading         Isaiah 40:1-5, 28-31         
 
Musical Offering             O Come Emmanuel 

Rita Baloche, Paul Baloche © 2013 Integrity Worship Music (ASCAP) 
Leadworship Songs (ASCAP) Sardache Songs (ASCAP) 

(adm. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com) All rights reserved. 
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Litany of Remembrance 
 We light this first candle to remember those whom we have 
loved and lost.   We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, 
their bodies.  We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind 
them to us in this season of expectation, when all Creation waits for 
Light. 

We remember them with love.  May God’s eternal love 
surround them. 

 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
 We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: loss of 
relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, the 
loss of joy.   We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, 
and we offer it to You, asking that into our wounded hearts and open 
hands You will place the gift of peace. 

We remember that through You all things are possible. 
Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into Your 
future.  

 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth; 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
 
 We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas 
time.  We pause to remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us 
years that have been heavy with our burdens.   We accept and lay before 
you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt and 
fear, the anger and pain.  We accept and lay before you the ways we feel 
we have fallen short, and the times we have spent blaming ourselves, 
and you, for all that we have suffered.   We accept and lay before you the 
time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own 
mortality. 

We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, 
while lost, we may have turned away from the light, the light 
itself has not failed.   We remember that though winter be  
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Let us pray:  
 Gentle God of love, help us to reach out together for the light 
of faith, for renewal and recovery and a new day coming.  
 Grant that hope may come to rest in our hearts, and let it go 
forth with us into the darkness, this night and in the nights to come, 
until we see the dawn.  
 
 Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O God; give us light in this 
season; and by your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night.  Amen. 
 
Third Reading                  Psalm 121 
 
Musical Offering                 Drawing Nearer              Christopher Grundy 
 

Even in the midst of all of this 
trouble on the news, no peace within 
still there is a light in the distance 
drawing nearer.  
 
So open up our eyes to see your light 
open up our arms, they’re clenched so tightly 
come in like a thief and steal our hearts 
like a baby. 

 
Prayer 
 
Let us pray:  
 

Almighty God, we thank you for your constant love and for 
the blessings of this day.  We know that even when we cannot see or 
feel you, still you are there.   Help us to remember you and to listen 
for your voice in the words of family, friends, and strangers.  Kindle 
our hearts and awaken hope, that we may know you as you reveal 
yourself in the world and in our lives.  Let the light of your Holy 
Spirit shine like these candles in the darkness, lighting the way for 
all who feel forgotten, lost or weary.   

Grant us the knowledge of your Spirit who dwells so deeply 
in our hearts that when we leave this place it may shine for us and 
for those we meet along the way.  Amen. 
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