JANUARY, 2021

WATCHWORD TEXT FOR THE YEAR:
COME TO ME, ALL YOU THAT ARE WEARY AND ARE CARRYING HEAVY BURDENS,
AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. MATTHEW 11:28
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A Watchword to welcome 2021
In 1722 refugees from Bohemia and Moravia began arriving at the estate of Count
Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), where he gave them a welcome and
land on which to establish the settlement of Herrnhut (“Watch of the Lord”).
Each day the settlers came together for morning and evening devotions,
consciously placing their lives in the context of God’s Word. On May 3, 1728,
during the evening service, Count Zinzendorf gave the congregation a
“watchword” for the next day. It was to be a “Losung” (watchword) to accompany
them through the whole day.
Thereafter one or more persons of the congregation went daily to each of the 32
houses in Herrnhut to bring them the watchword for the day, and engage the
families in pastoral conversations about the text. From this oral tradition, the
Daily Texts soon became fixed in printed form. Zinzendorf compiled 365
watchwords for the year and the first edition of the Losungen was published for
1731. Over the years, congregations began a tradition of distributing scriptures
for people to select their own personal watchword (a scripture to guide or inspire
them through the year) during the Watchnight (New Year’s Eve) Service or at a
service held near the first of the new year. Congregations also select a watchword
to guide and inspire the community of faith into a new year.

On January 3, 2021, the Rt Rev.
Wayne Burkette drew the 2021
Watchword for Unity Moravian.
“The watchword is either a
promise, an encouragement, an
admonition or word of comfort..."
Perhaps this Watchword for Unity
contains elements of all of the
above.
Considering our Watchword as a
promise, Jesus assures us that we
will not be alone in our
exhaustion nor are we alone in
carrying the burdens which we all
bear. The promise is presence.

Considering our Watchword as an encouragement, knowing that we are not alone as
we carry the burdens and exhaustion that this world and our lives may bring to us
gives us the strength to continue in our vocation (calling) to be true followers of Jesus.
Be encouraged! God will not leave us burdened. Our work is not without rest.
The encouragement is perseverance.
Considering our Watchword as an admonition, we feel the sense of urgency with
which God calls us to rest. This is not a polite request of God, but rather an imperative.
We all learned in Language Arts class that the subject of this verse is you. (Remember
diagramming sentences?) YOU come to God! YOU who are weary and burdened (all of
us), COME to God! The rest is not given until we come to God. God will not force rest
upon us, but sometimes we need to be admonished to come to God in search of rest.
The admonition is to petition God for this rest.
Finally, considering our Watchword as a word of comfort, we are soothed by our
Father's promise in this verse. We are not left alone. Our work for Christ is not in vain.
God will hear our cries. We will rest in God. In spite of the hardships of 2020, and
those yet to be faced in the new year; in spite of our own shortcomings and failings; in
spite of our sometimes refusal to rest; in spite of our burdens and our tiredness, our
exhaustion and our overanxious hearts... God will bring us into blessed, peaceful rest.
What a beautiful word of blessing to begin 2021.
What does this Watchword mean to you?
How might you carry forward it's promise, comfort,
admonition and encouragement into this New Year?
*portions adaped from "A Brief History of the Moravian Daily Texts"

A New Format for a New year
This year, Unity's Church Newsletter will be presented once per month (as opposed
to weekly). This will give our newsletter more of an opportunity to make an impact
with relevant stories, calendars of events, joys/sorrows, prayer concerns and more.
The deadline to present items for inclusion in the newsletter will be the 20th of
each month. If you would like something included in the monthly newsletter, email
Dana @ dsgmyers@gmail.com with as many details as you can provide. Items
presented after the 20th can't be guaranteed to be in the newsletter, but we can
always provide supplementary information by email. I hope you will enjoy the 2021
Newsletter format!
For an up-to-date calendar, you can always visit the church's website at:
https://unitymoravianchurch.org/content/events/
to see events and information about what's going on at Unity!

CALENDAR OF WORSHIP:
JANUARY
January 3 Epiphany Sunday
Rt Rev Wayne Burkette
January 10 - First Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Holy Communion,
Rev. Victoria Lasley
January 17 - Second Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Rev. Joe Moore
January 24 - Third Sunday
after the Epiphany
January 31 - Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany

"Worship is not for some pragmatic or utilitarian purpose. Nor do we offer something
in worship in order to receive something in return. Worship is to remember Christ."
- Dr. Dirk Lange -

HOLY COMMUNION
JANUARY 10, 2020

On January 10, we will celebrate the sacrament of holy communion together via the
11:00 live streamed service from the sanctuary.
Because of the season and weather concerns that seem to plague these winter
months, we'll celebrate the sacrament in a different way.
Here is how we will celebrate the sacrament:
-Drive by the church anytime from 9:30 - 10:15 on Sunday morning.
-Communion elements will be ready for you to pickup without leaving your car.
(Much like the Lovefeast distribution on Christmas Eve.)
-Rev Victoria Lasley, Dana and our acolytes Kim and Randy will greet you and
distribute as many pre packaged elements of communion wafers/juice as you need
for your family.
-Return home and join us on Facebook or YouTube for the live stream service at
11:00.
-We will be led by Rev Victoria Lasley in the sacrament as part of our 11:00 worship
service. She will consecrate the elements of communion as part of the service and
we will all partake together. A Communion Ode and Order of Worship will be sent to
you by email on 1/8/2021 and will also be available on the church website.
If you cannot make it to the church to pick up the elements, or if doing so is
dangerous due to weather or other concerns, you are welcomed to use elements
from your own home in the sacrament of holy communion. Our Provincial Elders
Conference and other Moravian leadership has approved this practice due to the
extraordinary season in which we are living. Remember that the means by which we
celebrate the sacrament are ministerial in nature; differences in our faith practice
show the flexible nature of how we are all called to follow Christ.
We look forward to joining together in this holy sacrament to welcome in a New Year
as together we celebrate our Lord. Let us follow Him!

Feast of the Epiphany: Blessing the House
The Year as a House: A Blessing
by Jan Richardson
Think of the year
as a house:
door flung wide
in welcome,
threshold swept
and waiting,
a graced spaciousness
opening and offering itself
to you.
Let it be blessed
in every room.
Let it be hallowed
in every corner.
Let every nook
be a refuge
and every object
set to holy use.
Let it be here
that safety will rest.
Let it be here
that health will make its home.
Let it be here
that peace will show its face.
Let it be here
that love will find its way.

2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Lee would like to inform the congregation that financial statements for 2020 will be
sent by US Postal Service to your home address this year.
Be watching your mailbox for the 2020 contribution statement.
If you do not receive your statement in a timely manner (by January 31) or have
questions about your statement for 2020, email Lee @ leeandrod@gmail.com or call
the Church Office.

Please note the following new address
for Beth Basta, in care of:
Cadence of Clemmons
1165 South Peacehaven Rd
D-7
Clemmons, NC. 27012
The phone number from Beth's home remains the same, and she would greatly
welcome phone calls as an encouragement through the difficult transition into
life without Jim. Her number is 336 - 766 - 6712.

Directory Updates
If you have moved or changed phone numbers or email addresses, please contact
the Church Office with your updated information. We hope to publish an updated
2021 Church Directory soon and having current information will help the church
family remain connected. If you would like information added or deleted from the
2020 Church Directory record for your family, email the changes to
unitymc@unitymoravianchurch.org.
Be on the lookout for a new directory... coming soon!

Spring Sunday School

This Spring, Unity Kids are invited to participate in Spring Sunday School online.
The session will run from January 24 - March 21. Each Sunday morning, we will meet on
Zoom from 9:30 - 9:55 to sing, learn and pray together. Families will receive material
packets and printed materials to further engage in learning at home throughout the
week. Instructions for activities, Bible stories, art projects and more will be available on
Google Classroom. We'll even use FlipGrid to share what we're learning!
More than 75 children from Unity, Estamos Unidos, Kernersville, Home and Raleigh
Moravian participated in Fall Sunday School program in 2020. We are excited to continue
the learning and fun in Sunday School this spring! If you know of a child who would like
to participate in Sunday School (recommended age is pre-K-4th grade), email Dana for
more information and to register! Children who participated in the Fall program are
automatically registered for the Spring session.

OUR CHURCH'S
JOYS AND SORROWS

Blessed are those who mourn
A pilgrim, us preceding, in grace has been called home,
the final summons heeding which soon to all must come.
O joy! the chains to sever which burden pilgrims here,
to dwell with Christ forever, who to our souls is dear.
Jesus ne'er forsaketh me: this my spirit greatly cheereth,
and my constant trust shall be.
Yea, though death at length appeareth,
herein precious comfort lies, I shall in his image rise.
Our brother Bill Parks entered into the more immediate presence of the Savior on
December 23, 2020.
Bill's earthly body was laid to rest in the God's Acre at Unity Moravian Church on
Saturday, January 2, 2021.
Our prayers remain especially close to Jayne and Brian as they mourn this great loss.

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Divine Physician,
Thank you that you love each of us with a steadfast love.
We thank you for our every heartbeat, for every breath, for every muscle and every
eyelash. We thank you for our bodies, so beautifully and cleverly made
in Your Holy image. We thank you for the breath of life that you inspire within us.
We pray that you would give strength to the bodies of your children who are ill.
Strengthen their hearts; protect their lungs.
Surround their physical form with your healing power and love.
Give encouragement to the souls of the downtrodden.
Bring healing where there is sickness,
Be close to the suffering, comfort the dying, heal the sick.
Allow the miraculous work of your healing hands to inspire worship in and among us.
Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord Always
With your presence, Lord, our Head and Savior,
bless them now, we humbly pray;
our dear heavenly Father’s love and favor
be their comfort every day.
May God’s Spirit now in each proceeding
favor them with his most gracious leading;
thus shall they be truly blessed,
both in labor and in rest.
January 3 - Evan Huss
January 5 - Joan Wimmer
January 7 - Donna Shore
January 9 - Audrey Parsons
January 10 - Bob Johnson
January 10 - Nancy Wonsavage
January 17 - Jerrie Bradshaw
January 18 - Sandy Moore
January 20 - Anita Hughes
January 25 - Ray Wilson
January 26 - Ellen Lee

To My Church Family,
Words cannot express my deep appreciation for your care and concern during Bill's
stroke and passing. Thank you for all the prayers, the calls, cards and food. It meant
so much to know you all were there for me and Brian.
Blessings,
Jayne
To: Our Unity Moravian Church Family
Thank you so much for your prayers, thoughts, cards and food during our
hospitalization and recovery from the Covid - 19 Virus. Your encouragement,
support and by the Grace of God, we were truly uplifted and comforted. We have
been battered, but not broken. We look forward to returning to normal time with
our Church Family.
In Christ’s Love,
Dan and Brenda Pugh

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Remembering Our Church Family: Don Matney, Terry Sink, Richard Williamson,
Judy Johnson (recovering), Teresa Perry (undergoing treatments), Audrey Parsons
(upcoming surgery, Jan 26)
Remembering Members Who Find It Difficult to Join Us with Physical
Presence:
Jennifer Beard, Jere Dailey, Dot Faircloth, Lou Utt, Dee Young, Beth Basta
Remembering Those Who Mourn: the families, friends and neighbors of all
those lost to Covid-19 and its complications; Dennis Fort on the death of his
father, Sam Fort on December 5; Beth Basta on the death of her husband, Jim on
December 7; Jayne Parks on the death of her husband Bill and Brian Parks on the
death of his father on December 23, 2020.

PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY
Linda Bean (sister of Anita Hughes & Carol Tatum), Freida Belcher (friend of Judy Duke),
Janice Blackburn (friend of Linn Parsons), Larry Cook (friend of Will Smith), Jackie Cregger
(niece of Teresa Perry), Margo Ehlers (neighbor of Judy Duke), Polly Fishel (aunt of Lynn
Williamson), Sam Freeman (neighbor of Judy Duke), Nadine Haydon (relative of Kim
Felton), David Langill (friend of Henry and Jean Pearce),
Louise Poindexter (mother of Janet Sowers), Brenda Proffitt (friend of Becky Surratt),
Martha Riddle (friend of Jayne Parks), Katie Schreiber (granddaughter of Joy Cole), Clark
Steed (brother-in-law of Teresa and Art Perry), Kimberly Stewart (friend of Ashley Garcia),
Phyllis Wilcox (neighbor of Judy Duke), Nancy Yerigan (cousin of Kay Vance), Myrtle Phelps
(mother-in-law of Christine Phelps), Michaela (Christine Phelps' step granddaughter),
David McElveen (son of Bill and Carol McElveen), Robin Winfrey (sister of Shirley Yoder),
Ralph Akens (friend of Yoders), Lisa Parrott (Judy Duke’s grandson’s wife battling illness),
Melinda Dellert, (Judy Duke’s aunt struggling with cancer)
Serving in Missions: Andrew Craver & Jenna Nodine (Bethel, Alaska)

The Moravian Church Year
2021
January 3
Holy Communion, Epiphany Sunday
February 17
Holy Communion, Ash Wednesday
February 21
Holy Communion, First Sunday of Lent
March 28
Lovefeast, Palm Sunday
March 28 - April 3
Holy Week
April 1
Holy Communion, Maundy Thursday
April 2
Good Friday
April 4
Easter Sunday
May 31
Holy Communion, Pentecost
June 7
Trinity Sunday
July 11
Holy Communion, John Hus Festival
August 15
Lovefeast, August Thirteenth Festival
October 3
Holy Communion,
World Communion Sunday
October 31
All Saints Day
November 14
Holy Communion,
Festival of Christ, The Chief Elder
November 21
Lovefeast, Church Anniversary
November 28
Holy Communion,
First Sunday of Advent

OUR CHURCH CALENDAR &
UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY, 2021
January 3 - 11:00am, Worship
January 4 - Prayer Partners
January 5 - 7:00pm, Bible Study
January 6- 7:00pm, Happy Hour
January 10 - 11am, Worship & Holy Communion
January 12 - 7:00pm, Bible Study
January 13 - 7:00pm, Happy Hour
January 14 - 7:00pm, Board Meeting
January 17 - 11:00am, Worship
January 18 - Church Office Closed,
Martin Luther King Jr Holiday
January 19 - 7:00pm, Bible Study
January 20 - 7:00pm, Happy Hour
January 24- 9:00am, Sunday School (Kids)
11:00am, Worship
January 25 - 7:00, St. Paul UMC Meeting
January 26 - 7:00pm, Bible Study
January 27 - 7:00pm, Happy Hour
January 31 - 9:00am, Sunday School (Kids)
11:00, Worship
*All events are hosted via online platforms (Zoom, YouTube and Facebook).
Email the Church Office if you would like the information to connect.
Unity Moravian Staff:
Acolytes:

Kim Felton, timbokk@yahoo.com
Randy Noftle, rnoftle@gmail.com
Organist:
Donna Shore, D1M2Shore@gmail.com
Band Director:
Dennis Fort, dennisfort@hotmail.com
Believers Music Leaders: Ruth Burcaw and Randy Noftle
Treasurer:
Lee Christensen, Leec@unitymoravianchurch.org
Pastoral Intern:
Dana Myers, dsgmyers@gmail.com
General Emails:
unitymc@unitymoravianchurch.org
Technology Team:
unityav@unitymoravianchurch.org

