FEBRUARY, 2021

WATCHWORD TEXT FOR THE YEAR:
COME TO ME, ALL YOU THAT ARE WEARY AND ARE CARRYING HEAVY BURDENS,
AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. MATTHEW 11:28

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
*Meet our new interim pastor,
Joe Moore
*Looking for a vaccine?
*A question from the crafty,
*An Invitation to lead in Worship
*News from Around the Province
*Joys & Sorrows,
*Around the Province,
*Prayers, Calendars and More!

See any familiar faces in the photo above? It was published to social media
by the Moravian Archives with the caption: "January 27, 1980: A first
meeting is held of persons interested in forming a new Moravian church in
western Forsyth County. Their efforts will grow into Unity Moravian Church
in Lewisville." This meeting was held in the Lewisville Civic Center and I
imagine Pastor Bill McElveen led the meeting - What a wonderful memory!

Pastor's Corner
Even though it is the shortest as far as actual number of days, February always seems
like the longest month of the year. By the time February rolls around, the excitement
and joy of Christmas and the New Year are long gone. Even any excitement about
snow has faded by February. I’m just ready for winter to be over.
The whole month is just dark and cold and long.
That’s why it is perfect that the season of Lent begins in February, like it does this year.
When Easter is later in April, then Lent will begin in March, but more often it begins in
February. And to me, Lent and February are a good match. Out of all the seasons of the
church year, Lent is dark and cold and long. It is when we focus on our own sinful and
mortal nature, which are not pleasant subjects to ponder.

(continued from p. 1)
But even though Lent is dark and cold and long, that doesn’t mean it is not
important. It is the time when we prayerfully consider our need for salvation, our
need for a savior. Lent is when we prepare to receive the sacrifice that Jesus made
for us and for our salvation. People often observe Lent by “giving something up”,
by sacrificing something that is important to them as a way of connecting with the
sacrifice that Jesus makes for us. And that is a good practice, it helps us to
understand the mind of Christ. Other people devote themselves to “taking on
something” for Lent by committing to performing acts of service each day during
Lent. This is also a beneficial way to go through Lent.
Whether you give something up or take something on, during this season of Lent,
it is important to remember why you are doing it. At its most very basic, Lent is
when we prepare for Holy Week and Easter. It is when we prepare to make the
journey to the cross with Jesus. It is when we prepare to go to the tomb and
discover once again that “the Lord is risen indeed!”
I’m looking forward to joining you on this Lenten journey. Please let me know how I
can help you as you use these dark and cold and long days to prepare for the
bright warmth of the Easter sun (and Son!)
-Pastor Joe

Need a Covid vaccine but having trouble navigating the system?
Some of our members have the ability and willingness to help others secure an
appointment to receive their Covid vaccine from Forsyth or surrounding counties.
Other members might need support in this way.
If you either need a vaccine or would be willing to help others get their appointments,
contact Bob Morrell @ bbbmorrell@gmail.com to help with this important effort!
We appreciate all of those helping our members become vaccinated against Covid-19.
We also especially appreciate all the medical personnel, teachers, retail workers and
other frontline and essential heroes for their faithful and dedicated service to our
community during the last year.

THE CHURCH BOARD BRIEF
Board Brief for January Meeting:
by Ashley Garcia, Board Secretary
The Church Board has been buzzing with activity.
In addition to frequent emails, the Church Board met via Zoom on January 7th and
14th, 2021.
Topics included:
-selecting the new interim pastor, Joe Moore
-selecting the new Vice-Chair, Kay Vance
-elected that the Beth Basta Fund close on January 31st, 2021 for disbursement
-discussed and tabled Graveyard Regulations for further development
-discussed and tabled the possibility of holding Church Council via Zoom
-discussed the possibility of the formation of a Regathering
Committee/Subcommittee
-discussed and voted that the Board will monitor conditions for regathering after
3/31/21
-discussed and tabled formation of Virtual Sunday School (for adults)
-discussed and tabled the condition and future of the Sanctuary Moravian Star
-discussed and scheduled Congregational Survey Meeting with PEC
-discussed various news and activity items from the Committees

The Worship Committee would like to invite
anyone in the church with musical talents to
share with the congregation through our live
stream services. There are opportunities
each week to "lift my voice to sing Your
praise" (Psalm 59:17) and we would love to
lift our voices with yours!
If you are interested in providing worship
leadership in this way, contact Ruth Burcaw,
ruth.burcaw@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CONCERNS COMMITTEE:
HELPING HANDS IN UNITY

The Community Concerns Committee is taking on a project to benefit our community's
children who will soon be returning to a Remote Learning Center in Lewisville to
complete some of their classes.
The current return schedule for children in Winston-Salem,/Forsyth County is based on
a cohort system, where each child gets to attend school on certain days of the week.
The RLC will be a safe place where children can learn on the days they are not in the
school building, and the Community Concerns Committee is collecting snacks and
water bottles for the Center.
If you purchase water bottles, they would like you to note that 8 ounce bottles are
requested. You may leave snacks and water bottles in the Narthex and Linn and Jay will
collect them and take them to the RLC each week. We will be collecting for this project
through the end of February.

Do you have a "pet project" or idea for the Community Concerns Helping Hands in
Unity for 2021? If you have knowledge of a special concern in our community or
an area in which we can serve, please contact Linn Parsons @
linnparsonsgyn@gmail.com

A Question from the Crafy
This is a question for those purchasing greeting cards from the Women's Fellowship
Store- or if you would like to purchase them. Please consider checking them out as
they are only $1- much cheaper than in a store!
1. As Sharon Dailey and I continue to make cards for the WF store, we want to know
what you prefer. Cards can be general with no message OR we can put a message
such as Thank You, Thinking of You, Feel Better, etc. Please email us and let us know
what you prefer!
2. Also, to everyone, remember our cards are only a dollar including the envelope.
They are in the store and can be purchased anytime- just drop the money in the WF
jar.
3. Let us know if you have special requests for designs types. We put new cards in the
box regularly and add new designs all the time.
Thanks from Sharon Dailey and Linn Parsons, linnparsonsgyn@gmail.com

A Note on Regathering
The Church Board met on 1/14/2020 and discussed many items, including
Regathering. As the number of cases are still on the rise, the Board has voted to
reexamine the safety of regathering after March 31, 2021.
The Board is very well aware of the need for our Congregation to gather together,
and we are attempting to develop a task force to better plan and monitor the
conditions for safe regathering.
We will announce other outdoor Worship possibilities as deemed safe and
comfortable based on CDC, NCDHHS, PEC guidelines and the weather.
We sincerely hope that the virtual offerings that we currently have available are
sufficient to maintain your spiritual well-being in this extraordinary time.
Pastor Joe and Dana are available to pray with you and provide pastoral care and
support as well. Don't hesitate to reach out to them and to each other.

WHAT IS A SEMINARY INTERN, ANYWAY?
From Dana:
An African proverb states, "If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go
together." When I was investigating Seminaries to attend in response to God's call on
my life toward Christian public leadership and pastoral ministry, one of the most
attractive aspects of an education at Luther Seminary was the opportunity to work in
context (in a Moravian Church!) as a pastoral intern. But almost 8 months into this
journey together, many people are still wondering what a pastoral intern actually does!
Think of my experience at Unity as a scientist in a holy laboratory. I'm learning what it
means to be a pastor by actually practicing what it means to be a pastor (under the
supervision of a team of ordained ministers and laypeople). Part of my education is
getting to participate in pastoral duties such as worship preparation, committee
leadership, teaching, pastoral care and administration. While I spend 15-20 hours per
week at Unity working on this newsletter and other administrative tasks - I am actually
spending many more hours every week learning what it means to be a pastor through
the classes and coursework at Luther Seminary. You might hear me speak of Biblical
Hebrew class, or a course in Leading Worship in Word and Sacrament, or CPE (Clinical
Pastoral Education). Foundationally to all of this learning, I am getting to experiment as
a student with what I believe God is calling the Church to become in the future.
Because of Unity's willingness to allow me to experiment with my calling, I am not
afraid to "fail" in these holy experiments and exploration. I trust that my committee,
supervisors, teachers and the congregation at Unity will be both honest and trusting,
willing to explore a little bit of imagination with me along the way. Sure, we might find
that something doesn't work -- or we might find an exciting new idea that God is calling
us toward, together.
I have 15 more months in the MDivX program as a pastoral intern at Unity. If you have
questions about what I'm learning, how I'm leading, or where I feel God is calling me,
please get in touch. I am so excited about where I feel God leading you'll likely regret
ever asking! In the next year, I'll continue to take courses and lead worship as part of
the holy experiment of MDivX. I get to do an internship project as well, and soon I'll
begin my Moravian-specific training through Moravian Seminary.
Luther has given me an incredible opportunity to be a laboratory scientist in the
Kingdom of God through Unity. But I'm still - and always will be - a Moravian at heart!
I look forward to the next season of learning together and will remain grateful for the
congregation of Unity Moravian allowing me to explore my calling through student
pastoral leadership -- God is doing a new thing!
Oh and in case you're wondering how I'm doing in my courses... At the end of 3 terms I
have received all A's (by the grace of God, even in Biblical Hebrew!). I am proud of the
hard work I've done and of the work that we continue to do - together!
Your Grateful Pastoral Intern,
Dana

AN OPPORTUNITY: BASTA ESTATE SALE
Hello Unity members:
I want to give the members of Unity the opportunity to participate in the Basta estate
sale and inform you how we're conducting it in the face of Covid concerns.
Bari and I have known the Bastas for over 40 years, from the time we were living near
them in Lanham, MD and Jim was serving as Music Director / Organist at Trinity
Moravian Church. We shared their joy when they moved from the DC area to
Clemmons and found they were able to buy their dream house on the lake in
Clemmons.
Sadly, that time has passed, and following Jim's death, it was necessary for Beth to
move into assisted living. Since the Bastas have no immediate family in the area, a
team of volunteers from Unity has been helping her through the process and sorting
through the contents of the house in preparation for a sale to raise money for Beth's
support. She took as many things as she could with her, especially her doll collection.
The remainder will be sold in a few weeks at a "modified" walk-through sale at the
house. Due to Covid, we will not be able to fully open the house, so we are planning on
inviting various groups to come by appointment on assigned days to limit the traffic.
However, much of the browsing and the purchases can be done online now. You will
find a link at the bottom of this section that will take you to the items that we have
photographed thus far. Not everything is posted or priced yet, but we thought it best
to start putting the items online in advance so you can see what is of interest.
We are hoping that the items they have acquired over their lifetime can be enjoyed by
the people they knew and loved, so we are extending invitations to the musical groups
and churches that he served in the area first before opening to the public.
The first actual walk-through dates will be February 12 & 13 (a Friday and
Saturday).
You can make an appointment to see the items then. But you don't have to wait. If you
see an item of interest, you can buy it now. Just email or call me with questions and
identify the item by photo ID. We can discuss a price and you can pay with PayPal,
credit card, check, or cash.
Here's the link to the pictures. I'll try to keep it updated by removing items as they are
sold, but there may be delays. Anyone that has this link can view the pictures.
https://app.box.com/s/s51fpblu8plrmjde4x3fk0m1i1csof3f
Thank you in advance,
Dennis Fort
336-499-3647

OUR CHURCH'S
JOYS AND SORROWS
A FEW NOTES OF THANKS

Unity Friends,
We are once again so fortunate to live in such a loving community.
Thanks to your generosity, our Christmas project was a tremendous success!
I'm sure there were many happy faces on Christmas morning.
Thank you for sharing your love with our children!
Love,
Karen Bowen
Volunteer Coordinator
Food Pantry / Backpack Program
Lewisville Elementary

Dear Covenant Class,
Thank you for the gift card to Simply Southern Cuisine.
It is a very generous gift and we will enjoy the food very much.
Love,
Teresa

Jayne Parks wrote a thank you to the band for playing at Bill's funeral.
Here is the text of her note:
Just wanted to say thank you again for the band playing for Bill's funeral service. He loved
playing in the band and also singing in the choir. I know he would be proud of all the band
members coming out on that cold Saturday just to play for him. Please give my sincere
thanks to all the members.
I want to add my own thank you as well. We have a dedicated group who understands
that it's not just about the music. It's a connection with family and community that
reaches the heart and soul. It's one of the most important things we do as we express
our love and support for our friends who have lost their loved one.
Thank you for your service,
Dennis

NOTES OF THANKS WERE ALSO RECEIVED THIS
MONTH FROM:
Sunnyside Ministry (for the Christmas Eve Lovefeast Offering)
Laurel Ridge (For the Christmas Eve Offering)
The Moravian Board of World Mission
Friends of Moravian Prison Ministry (for the Christmas Eve Offering)

LAST CALL FOR DIRECTORY UPDATES
The 2021 Church Directory will be
published on February 15 and sent to
our members by email.
If you have an update to your address,
telephone number or email address or
another update for the Directory, please
send it in to the Church Office asap!

Rejoice in the Lord Always

February 6 - Amelia Vance
February 10 - Phyllis Whittenton
February 15 - Katie Robinson
February 16 - Vicki Roddick
February 25 - Lou Utt
February 26 - Dee Young
February 26 - Whitlynn Elizabeth
Pleasant
February 28 - Sam Crowell

Around the Province

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 25, 2021
It’s been an interesting season to be the church, at times feeling like we are indeed in a
wilderness. We are certainly weary of the ongoing pandemic and the divisions that separate
us, so let’s focus our energies on doing the important work to “prepare the way of the Lord.”
Beginning February 25th, Leadership Focus 2021 will offer an opening series, a closing series,
and a variety of standalone workshops that congregational leaders will find particularly useful
right now, as we explore what it means to be Church beyond the pandemic.
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON! (Click link for more info)

Around the Province: The Moravian Experience

As we move into 2021, you might be interested in growing in your spiritual
disciplines, diving deeper into Moravian history, or learning how to take action
to live the essentials in the world.
The Moravian Experience is the place to start to make these goals a reality!
Amid an overwhelming amount of online content, this collection of resources
provides inspiration and challenge for our journey as Moravian Christians. We
hope these resources will guide you on your inward journey to deepen your
relationship with Christ as well as our outward journey to live with each other
like Christ – being relational and loving as we reach out to the world.
https://www.moravian.org/bcm/moravian-experience/

The Unity Store is in need of gently used items. If you have something you would
like to donate, please leave it on the floor in the store or contact Becky Surratt.
A Storehouse for Jesus and Sunnyside Ministry are now receiving donations for
their clothing rooms. Items placed in the box at church will be given to one of
these ministries. They are in great need of: winter clothing, scarves, gloves, hats,
coats, sweaters, toboggans, thermal underwear, etc.
There is always a great need for socks!
Thank you for your help with these projects,
Becky

Moravian Days of Prayer &
The Season of Lent
Lent 2021 begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17.
Home Moravian Church Women’s Fellowship will sponsor Day of Prayer on
Ash Wednesday, February 17. The speaker will be the Rev. Victoria (Tori) Lasley.
Music will be provided by Alex Helsabeck and Susan Foster. This service will be
live streamed on the Home Church website at 11:00 AM. We hope that you will
plan to attend this special service as we begin the Lenten Season.
Unity will have a service of holy communion at 7:00pm on Ash Wednesday.
You are welcome to drive by the church anytime from 5:15-6:00pm to receive
communion elements or gather your own elements of bread and wine or juice in
your home.
The last week of Lent is Holy Week, beginning on Palm Sunday, March 28, and
ending on Easter Sunday, April 4.
Each week, we will have the opportunity to worship with a Day of Prayer Service
around the Salem Congregation. Click each link below to be taken to the home
page of each church's live stream platform.
February 21, 2:00 P.M. Christ Moravian Day of Prayer Service. Speaker Rev. Tony
Hayworth. The service will be live streamed via Friedberg Moravian’s YouTube
channel.
February 24,11:00 A.M. Grace Moravian Church Day of Prayer. Speaker Rev. Neil
Routh. The service can be accessed by going to www.youtube.com. Search Grace
Moravian Church for the Feb. 24 link.
March 3, 11:00 A.M. Unity Moravian Church. Speaker Rev. John G. Rights. The
service can be accessed on Facebook or YouTube using our links for Sunday
morning services.
March 10, 11:00 A.M. Calvary Moravian Church. Speaker Rev. Adam Goodrich.
The service will be live streamed via You Tube (Calvary Moravian).
March 17, 11:00 A.M. Fairview Moravian Church. Speaker Rev. Jeff Carter. Access
is not known at this time but will probably be on You Tube.
March 24, 11:00 A.M. Konnoak Moravian Church. Speaker Rt. Rev. Carol Foltz.
The service will be available on You Tube.

Greetings from Laurel Ridge!
2021 Registration is now open for camp.
Opportunities are available for both in-person and virtual camps.
Generous scholarships are available for children and youth who are interested
in attending camp. An early bird discount is also available if children
register by Feb. 15. There are strict Covid-precautions in place at Laurel Ridge
to protect children and staff. If you are interested in camp, contact Dana @
dsgmyers@gmail.com for more information and to get registered!

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Remembering Our Church Family: Terry Sink, Richard Williamson, Teresa Perry,
Audrey Parsons, Kay Huneycutt
Remembering Members Who Find It Difficult to Join Us with Physical
Presence:
Jennifer Beard, Jere Dailey, Dot Faircloth, Lou Utt, Dee Young, Beth Basta,
Don Matney
Remembering Those Who Mourn: the families, friends and neighbors of all
those lost to Covid-19 and its complications

PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY
Linda Bean (sister of Anita Hughes & Carol Tatum), Freida Belcher (friend of Judy Duke),
Larry Cook (friend of Will Smith), Jackie Cregger (niece of Teresa Perry), Margo Ehlers
(neighbor of Judy Duke), Polly Fishel (aunt of Lynn Williamson), Sam Freeman (neighbor
of Judy Duke), Nadine Haydon (relative of Kim Felton), David Langill (friend of Henry &
Jean Pearce),
Louise Poindexter (mother of Janet Sowers), Brenda Proffitt (friend of Becky Surratt),
Martha Riddle (friend of Jayne Parks), Katie Schreiber (granddaughter of Joy Cole), Clark
Steed (brother-in-law of Teresa and Art Perry), Kimberly Stewart (friend of Ashley Garcia),
Phyllis Wilcox (neighbor of Judy Duke), Nancy Yerigan (cousin of Kay Vance), Myrtle Phelps
(mother-in-law of Christine Phelps), Michaela (Christine Phelps' step granddaughter),
David McElveen (son of Bill and Carol McElveen), Robin Winfrey (sister of Shirley Yoder),
Ralph Akens (friend of Yoders), Lisa Parrott (Judy Duke’s grandson’s wife battling illness),
Melinda Dellert, (Judy Duke’s aunt struggling with cancer),
Chuck Morrison (Becky Norman's son, surgery Jan 27)
Serving in Missions: Andrew Craver & Jenna Nodine (Bethel, Alaska)

OUR CHURCH CALENDAR &
UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY, 2021
February 1 - Prayer Partners
February 2 - Bible Study, 7pm
February 3 - Happy Hour, 7pm
February 4 - Scouts (Middle School), 6:30
February 7- Sunday School (Children), 9:30am
Worship, 11:00am
February 8 - Racial Reconciliation Team, 7pm
February 9 - Bible Study, 7pm
February 10 - Happy Hour, 7pm
February 14 - Sunday School (Children), 9:30am
Worship, 11:00am
February 15 - early bird deadline for Laurel Ridge registration
February 16 - Bible Study, 7pm
February 17 - Ash Wednesday, Holy Communion - 7pm
February 18 - Church Board Meeting
February 21 - Sunday School (Children), 9:30am
Worship, 11:00am
February 23 - Bible Study, 7pm
February 24 - Happy Hour, 7pm
February 25 - Women's Fellowship, 10am
February 27 - Unity Men
February 28 - Sunday School (Children), 9:30am
Worship, 11:00am
*All events are hosted via online platforms (Zoom, YouTube and Facebook).
Email the Church Office if you would like the information to connect.

Unity Moravian Staff:
Interim Pastor:
Acolytes:

Joe Moore, pastorjoe@unitymoravianchurch.com
Kim Felton, timbokk@yahoo.com
Randy Noftle, rnoftle@gmail.com
Organist:
Donna Shore, D1M2Shore@gmail.com
Band Director:
Dennis Fort, dennisfort@hotmail.com
Believers Music Leaders: Ruth Burcaw and Randy Noftle
Treasurer:
Lee Christensen, Leec@unitymoravianchurch.org
Pastoral Intern:
Dana Myers, dsgmyers@gmail.com
General Emails:
unitymc@unitymoravianchurch.org
Technology Team:
unityav@unitymoravianchurch.org

