DECEMBER 20 & 27, 2020

WATCHWORD TEXT FOR THE YEAR:
YES, EVERYTHING IS FOR YOUR SAKE, SO THAT GRACE, AS IT EXTENDS TO MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE, MAY INCREASE THANKSGIVING, TO THE GLORY OF GOD.
II CORINTHIANS 4:15

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

*Saying Goodbye
*A Project to say "Thank You"
to Essential Workers,
*A New Format for
a New Year
*Christmas Eve Lovefeast,
*Joys and Sorrows in our
Congregation,
*Prayers, Calendars
and More!

SAYING GOODBYE
This year has been full of goodbyes. In March, we said goodbye to in-person worship services. While this
goodbye is a temporary parting, the loss of not being able to safely gather together is still very real and
very poignant for those of us for whom Sunday morning worship is not only a weekly habit, but a sacred
ritual. Saying goodbye meant putting aside our expectations of what Sunday mornings are like. We said
goodbye to hugs in the Narthex, handshakes at the door, and even playful hallway banter or a smile in the
bathroom as we waited to wash our hands. We said goodbye to hearing children laughing as they ran up
and down the hallway. We said goodbye to Sunday school classes and chicken pie workdays and
opportunities to just be together.
We said goodbye to seeing people we love. We said goodbye to vacations. We said goodbye to Easter
Sunrise Service. We said goodbye to graduation parties, and eating in restaurants with our friends after
church. We said goodbye to birthday parties. We said goodbye to our Sister Kitty Roberts, and our
goodbyes were limited to sending cards and waving from our car windows and hoping she saw our smiles
from behind our masks. We said goodbye...and let's be honest with ourselves and with each other (and
with God), saying "goodbye" cut deeply into our souls.
We said goodbye to the first day of school for our children and grandchildren and community. We said
goodbye to volunteering at Sunnyside.
Just when we thought perhaps the "goodbyes" would stop, and we could "go back to normal," our lives
would shift again with new partings. Some of our loved ones said "goodbye" to their good health. Many
said "goodbye" to financial security. We said "goodbye" to things, people, places, traditions, and rituals
that we loved. For many of these things, it's a temporary goodbye (hopefully)... but it still hurts.

In the next few Sundays, we'll say goodbye to our pastor as he enters a new chapter in his ministry
- that of retirement. This goodbye is particularly hard for us. We look to him for leadership and
direction as we have weathered all these other goodbyes, and it can feel like we are abandoned.
Maybe, like me, you're both joyful and sad at the prospect of facing 2021. We are thankful for the
years of service Pastor Barry has shared for us. We are sad that they've come to an end.
"Joy to the world" isn't a command. Many of us don't feel joyful this season. We need space to
mourn our losses. We need time to say goodbye. Just because the calendar turns over to 2021
doesn't mean we are all prepared to put on a happy face and jump back into life as it used to be.
The people of God are a resilient, strong people, but there is no weakness in our sadness. Our
tears are gold to God.
We are not abandoned. We are not left alone. Our pastor is not "leaving" us, God is not leaving
us, and we confidently describe even those who have passed into the more immediate presence of
the Savior as being among the "company of saints" that surround us. This is why our graveyard
becomes a sanctuary.
Perhaps more than most people, Moravians understand that saying goodbye is not an ending.
This doesn't mean that saying goodbye isn't sad.
This season, I invite you to say goodbye in your own way. Perhaps you can come into the
sanctuary at the church, sit in a pew and say goodbye to 2020 with your memories of that space.
Perhaps you visit the graveyard and touch the stones of those whom you loved. Perhaps you write
your goodbye out in a note. Tell them everything you want to say. Leave nothing out. Rage if you
have anger towards their departure. Tell them you love them. Tell them the story you wish they
had been here to experience. Perhaps you watch that Christmas movie that you always watched
together to say goodbye. Perhaps you put that special ornament on the tree that they always
wanted to place in the perfect spot. Perhaps your goodbye means making a phone call or taking a
trip or saying a prayer.
Our hearts are all heavy this season. We've said so many goodbyes and we sense there are more
goodbyes yet to come. The way of life that we were familiar with is gone. Our regular /normal /
everyday is gone. It hurts.
Don't ignore the hurt in your heart this holiday season. As we move through the next couple of
weeks, there will be times we all ache for things to be "normal." Acknowledge the loss. Say
goodbye in your own way, and spend as much time as you need in the sorrow of this moment
before moving on to 2021. The year will be waiting for you, just the same, when you're ready to
move into it.
Don't forget that "different" isn't bad, it's just different. A colleague who is a military veteran
recently told our class that as a child, all the Christmas Days blended together. In the Navy, his
holidays away from his family blended together into one memory. The specifics of each holiday
were blurred through time. He only remembered one Christmas from his childhood that stood out
from among the rest. His family went to see "Pete's Dragon" in the movie theater that year. He
didn't even remember why they went to the movies. Maybe Mom burned the turkey. Maybe it was
a Christmas gift from parents who didn't know what to buy kids who had everything. Anyway
around it, the "Movie Year Christmas" was memorable. It was a way of saying "goodbye" to the
normal and welcoming in a new way of celebrating.
We have high hopes that there will be fewer goodbyes in 2021. We have faith in things we do not
see and expectation in things we hope for. This year we've said goodbye more times than we can
count. Before saying "hello" to 2021, I hope you take the time and space you need to say
"goodbye."
-Dana

A New Format for a New year
You might've noticed some differences in the Unity Newsletter in 2020!
A few more changes are in store for 2021.
Beginning in January, Unity's Church Newsletter will be presented once per month
(as opposed to weekly). This will give our newsletter more of an opportunity to
make an impact with relevant stories, calendars of events, joys/sorrows, prayer
concerns and more.
The deadline to present items for inclusion in the newsletter will be the 20th of
each month. If you would like something included in the monthly newsletter, email
Dana @ dsgmyers@gmail.com with as many details as you can provide. Items
presented after the 20th can't be guaranteed to be in the newsletter, but we can
always provide supplementary information by email. I hope you will enjoy the 2021
Newsletter format!
For an up-to-date calendar, you can always visit the church's website at:
https://unitymoravianchurch.org/content/events/
to see events and information about what's going on at Unity!

CALENDAR OF WORSHIP:
JANUARY
January 3 - Holy Communion,
Epiphany Sunday
Rt Rev Wayne Burkette
January 10 - First Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Rev. Victoria Lasley
January 17 - Second Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Rev. Joe Moore
January 24 - Third Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Dana Myers
January 31 - Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany,
Dana Myers

A JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT
Once again The Board of Cooperative Ministries, Moravian Church Without Walls,
Moravian Music Foundation and the Interprovincial Board of Communication (along
with members of the Interprovincial Moravian Christmas Task Force) have
partnered to host a series of virtual Advent Reading Services. The services will be
live via Zoom each Monday evening throughout Advent: Dec. 21.
To participate via Zoom, click this link. Note you will need Zoom installed on your
computer. Services can also be viewed on Moravian Church Without Walls
Facebook page; recordings can be viewed here.

Christmas Eve Lovefeast for 2020 is To Go!
Drive-Thru Kit Pickup is 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM in Unity’s parking lot.
*Because of tremendous response to our reservation program, at this time we
are taking reservations for Candle-Only Kits.*
The service will be presented online through our usual live streaming channels
(YouTube and Facebook) at 7:00 PM.
Make a reservation (using the ticketing link below) to pick up a Lovefeast kit
(candles only) with a special Lovefeast ode to celebrate in a new way this year
through our Covid-safe parking lot drive-thru pickup. You will also have an
opportunity to donate to the Christmas Eve offering, which will be distributed to
Sunnyside Ministry, the Moravian Prison Ministry, and Laurel Ridge.
Enjoy hymns and special music while you prepare your heart for our virtual
service which will be livestreamed from the church sanctuary. Reservations are
requested; any additional Lovefeast-To-Go kits will be distributed first-come, firstserve. Share photos and video of your family celebrating Lovefeast to our
Facebook page while you enjoy Lovefeast To Go in the comfort of your home.
Click Here to Make Your Lovefeast To Go Reservation!

Please note the following new address
for the Garcia Family, who have recently
moved. Their new address is:
5630 Cornwallis Drive
Yadkinville NC 27055

Please note the following new address
for the Ken and Joyce Carden, who have
recently moved. Their new address is:
2138 Weststone Road
Clemmons, NC 27012

As many of you know, Terry is living with me
temporarily. He is quite lonesome and I think he
would welcome mail from his friends at Unity.
My address is: GS Brothers, 4900 Homestead Dr. Apex, NC 27539
Thank you,
Gay Sharon

A WAY TO SAY "THANK YOU"
Hospital workers, especially those working on Covid floors, are especially tired, overworked and
underpaid this holiday season.
Sister Becky Surratt crafted a unique way to say thank you. For several weeks, many hands were busy
decorating and writing cards for those essential workers. Some wrote cards from the Fellowship Hall;
others did their work at home and brought cards to the church for distribution. Each card contained a
small gift to say "thank you" from Unity Moravian Church.
This morning, the cards were picked up to be delivered to the hospital this week as a tangible way of
expressing our gratitude to those who are working so hard in these troubling times.
If you helped write cards from the church or from home, thank you for your help in accomplishing this
important task to say thank you to those who are caring for our community's most vulnerable!

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Remembering Our Church Family: Don Matney, Bill Parks (stroke), Terry Sink,
Richard Williamson, Judy Johnson (recovering), Teresa Perry (cancer), Dan &
Brenda Pugh (recovering)
Remembering Members Who Find It Difficult to Join Us with Physical
Presence:
Jennifer Beard, Jere Dailey, Dot Faircloth, Lou Utt, Dee Young
Remembering Those Who Mourn: the families, friends and neighbors of all
those lost to Covid-19 and its complications; Marty Zimmerman on the death of
her mother, Sue Hughes on November 29; Dennis Fort on the death of his father,
Sam Fort on December 5; Beth Basta on the death of her husband, Jim on
December 7.

PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY
Linda Bean (sister of Anita Hughes & Carol Tatum), Freida Belcher (friend of Judy Duke),
Janice Blackburn (friend of Linn Parsons), Larry Cook (friend of Will Smith), Jackie Cregger
(niece of Teresa Perry), Margo Ehlers (neighbor of Judy Duke), Polly Fishel (aunt of Lynn
Williamson), Sam Freeman (neighbor of Judy Duke), Nadine Haydon (relative of Kim
Felton), David Langill (friend of Henry and Jean Pearce),
Louise Poindexter (mother of Janet Sowers), Brenda Proffitt (friend of Becky Surratt),
Martha Riddle (friend of Jayne Parks), Katie Schreiber (granddaughter of Joy Cole), Clark
Steed (brother-in-law of Teresa and Art Perry), Kimberly Stewart (friend of Ashley Garcia),
Phyllis Wilcox (neighbor of Judy Duke), Nancy Yerigan (cousin of Kay Vance), Myrtle Phelps
(mother-in-law of Christine Phelps), Michaela (Christine Phelps' step granddaughter),
David McElveen (son of Bill and Carol McElveen), Robin Winfrey (sister of Shirley Yoder),
Ralph Akens (friend of Yoders), Lisa Parrott (Judy Duke’s grandson’s wife battling illness),
Melinda Dellert, (Judy Duke’s aunt struggling with cancer)
Serving in Missions: Andrew Craver & Jenna Nodine (Bethel, Alaska)

OUR CHURCH'S
JOYS AND SORROWS

Blessed are those who mourn
A pilgrim, us preceding, in grace has been called home,
the final summons heeding which soon to all must come.
O joy! the chains to sever which burden pilgrims here,
to dwell with Christ forever, who to our souls is dear.

Our Brother Jim Basta was peacefully received into the more
immediate presence of the Savior on December 7, 2020. His service will be held in the
graveyard on Dec. 19 at 3pm. It will be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube and
presented through the FM transmitter for those who prefer to listen from the car.
There has been a desire to have a "Musical Tribute" to Jim and his lifelong musical
legacy. It has been decided to plan for this event to occur after the COVID Vaccine
proves effective and we can gather in large crowds indoors hopefully August or September.

Jesus ne'er forsaketh me: this my spirit greatly cheereth,
and my constant trust shall be.
Yea, though death at length appeareth,
herein precious comfort lies, I shall in his image rise.
Brother Samuel Emerson Fort, Jr. entered the more
immediate presence of the Savior on December 5, 2020.
Due to concerns about Covid-19, a graveside service was held for
immediate family members only at Salem Moravian Graveyard.
A memorial service to celebrate his life will be held at a later date when large
gatherings are permitted.
The family respectfully requests no flowers, but memorials may be made to
the Moravian Music Foundation or Trinity Moravian Church.

Rejoice in the Lord Always
With your presence, Lord, our Head and Savior,
bless them now, we humbly pray;
our dear heavenly Father’s love and favor
be their comfort every day.
May God’s Spirit now in each proceeding
favor them with his most gracious leading;
thus shall they be truly blessed,
both in labor and in rest.

Tony Horton - December 14
Holly Stine- December 16
Sophie Garcia - December 18

Correction
Due to a processing error, we missed two very special poinsettia dedications.
Apologies to Dick & Phyllis Whittenton for this omission.
Please note the corrected poinsettia dedication.
Given by
Phyllis & Dick Whittenton
In Memory of
Their parents,
Mr. & Mrs. James Whittenton and
Mr. & Mrs. Unis Thompson
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The poinsettias in the Sanctuary this year
are dedicated as follows:
Given by
Phyllis & Dick Whittenton
In Memory of
Their parents,
Mr. & Mrs. James Whittenton and
Mr. & Mrs. Unis Thompson
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Maynard and Becky Surratt
Ken Carden
The Unity Moravian Church Board
Kay Vance
Kay Brown
Pat Stine
A single rose is given in honor of Cooper Donadio's First Christmas.

CELEBRATE ADVENT
@ HOME
Preparing for Jesus with LOVE

Read the Bible story as a family!
ISAIAH 9:6-7
Watch the video version of the story by visiting:
bit.ly/CelebrateAdvent4
Listen to this week's Hymn, Of the Father's Love Begotten by visiting:
bit.ly/Adventhymns
The text from this hymn was written in the 4th century!
If your family received an Advent kit, it's time to create
Moravian Advent Craft Week 4: Paper Moravian Stars!
This week's video is especially long, but there are multiple angles that are
shown to help you with this difficult project.
Thank you to Ann Winstead @ Raleigh Moravian Church for the video tutorial!

Share photos on Facebook and tag @Unity Moravian Church
so that we can all see your work!
(Even if it doesn't turn out with "textbook perfection"!)

Both adult and children's coloring pages are included in your
Celebrate Advent kit.
Share your masterpiece with someone special this week!

OUR CHURCH CALENDAR &
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, December 20

11:00 am, Worship (livestream)

Wednesday, December 23 & 30

7pm, Unity “Happy Hour" (Zoom)
watch your e-mail for the link to connect

*Bible Study resumes in 2021. Contact Vicki Roddick to connect.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR CHURCH FACILITIES
Although our church building is closed for large gatherings and in-person worship, we
are still using the church for ministry to one another and the community. Please
continue to observe care of the facility in the following areas: make sure all fire doors
are closed when you leave the church, close doors to Sunday School classrooms and
especially make sure exterior doors are closed, latched, and locked.
Thank you for making sure to care for the church building even in the absence of
regular services and gatherings!

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK:
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
"THE MIGHTY ONE HAS DONE
GREAT THINGS FOR ME, AND
HOLY IS HIS NAME." LUKE 1:49

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK:
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME HAD
COME, GOD SENT HIS SON, BORN OF A
WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW, IN ORDER
TO REDEEM THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE
LAW, SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE
ADOPTION AS CHILDREN. - GALATIANS 4:4,5

Unity Moravian Staff:
Pastor:
Acolytes:

Rev. Barry Foster, barryf@unitymoravianchurch.org
Kim Felton, timbokk@yahoo.com
Randy Noftle, rnoftle@gmail.com
Organist:
Donna Shore, D1M2Shore@gmail.com
Choir and Band Director: Dennis Fort, dennisfort@hotmail.com
Believers Music Leaders: Ruth Burcaw and Randy Noftle
Treasurer:
Lee Christensen, Leec@unitymoravianchurch.org
Pastoral Intern:
Dana Myers, dsgmyers@gmail.com
General Emails:
unitymc@unitymoravianchurch.org
Technology Team:
unityav@unitymoravianchurch.org

